Tumor necrosis factor induces acute phase proteins in rats.
Inoculation of WAG rats with recombinant mouse tumor necrosis factor results in a rapid and marked increase in several acute phase proteins in the serum (haptoglobin, alpha 1 acid glycoprotein, alpha 2 macroglobulin) and in the plasma (fibrinogen). We conclude that TNF may play an important role in the inflammatory response in vivo and possibly in the pathogenesis of inflammatory disorders.